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SUMMARY  OF  STATISTICS  FOR  1967 


• • • • 


Area  of  District  in  Acres 
Population  (Census  1951) 

(Census  1961) 

Estimated  population  for  birth  and  death  rates  1967 
Number  of  inhabited  houses  as  at  31st  December,  1967 
Number  of  persons  per  house  ... 

Rateable  value  as  at  31st  March,  1967 
Product  of  penny  rate  1966/67  ... 

Number  of  births  

Net  birth  rate  

Number  of  illegitimate  births  ... 

Number  of  deaths  of  residents  ... 

Net  death  rate  

Number  of  deaths  under  one  year  ... 

Of  these,  there  were  illegitimate 
Infantile  mortality,  per  1,000  births 
Number  of  women  dying  from  childbirth 


Number 

of 

deaths 

from 

all 

forms 

of 

tuberculosis 

9 9 0 

9 9 9 

9 9 9 

3 

Number 

of 

deaths 

from 

all 

forms 

of 

influenza  ... 

• 99 

9 9 9 

9 9 9 

1 

Number 

of 

deaths 

from 

all 

forms 

of 

bronchitis 

9 9 9 

9 9 0 

0 9 9 

22 

Number 

of 

deaths 

from 

all 

forms 

of 

pneumonia  . . . 

9 9 9 

9 0 9 

9 9 9 

6 

Number 

of 

deaths 

from 

all 

forms 

of 

measles  ... 

9 9 9 

9 9 9 

9 9 9 

NIL 

Number 

of 

deaths 

from 

all 

forms 

of 

circulatory  diseases 

9 9 9 

9 0 9 

119 

Number 

of 

deaths 

from 

all 

forms 

of 

cancer 

9 0 9 

9 9 9 

9 9 9 

46 

7,353 

28,826 

27,336 

26,980 

7,900 

3.4 

£576,919 

£2,127 

467 

17.3 
36 

272 

10.1 

9 

NIL 

19.3 
NIL 
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BEDWELLI Y URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Public  Health  Department 9 
Municipal  Offices, 
Aberbargoed, 
Bargoed, 

Glam, 

CF8  9UBo 


12th  July,  1968, 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Bedwellty  Urban  District  Council 


Mr,  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

It  is  ray  duty  to  present  to  you  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1967 
dealing  with  the  sanitary  circumstances,  sanitary  administration  and  vital 
statistics  of  the  district. 

The  report  is  presented  in  accordance  with  the  Public  Health  Officers 
Regulations  1959  and  on  the  lines  indicated  by  Circular  1/68  (Wales)  of  the 
Welsh  Board  of  Health, 


The  Bedwellty  Urban  District,  which  covers  an  area  of  7,353  acres,  is 
situated  in  the  north  west  of  Monmouthshire  and  occupies  a hill  ridge  and 
parts  of  two  valleys.  The  greater  length  from  north  to  south  is  six  and  a 
half  miles  and  its  maximum  width  from  east  to  west  is  two  and  a half  miles. 

It  is  bounded  by  the  Rhymney  River  in  the  west  and  to  the  east  by  the  Sirhowy 
River. 

The  altitude  varies  from  1499  feet  above  sea  level  at  Cefn  Manmoei  on  the 
north  east  boundary  to  400  feet  above  sea  level  on  the  southern  boundary  at 
Victoria  Road,  Fleur-de-lis.  The  altitude  at  the  Municipal  Offices  is  718 
feet  above  sea  level. 


The  Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  the  population  at  mid-July  was 
26,980.  The  census  figure  for  1961  was  27,336, 

The  chief  industry  is  coal  mining  and,  with  the  closure  of  the  East 
Elliot  Colliery,  the  run-down  of  the  industry  in  this  area  continued.  Many 
of  the  workmen  are  employed  in  collieries  outside  the  district.  No  altern- 
ative industry  was  attracted  to  the  area  during  the  year. 


Physical  Features 


General  Statistics  and  Social  Conditions 


Estimated  Population  (mid-1967)  of  Adjacent  Urban  Districts 


Abercarn  U.D. 
Abertillery  U.D. 
Bedwas  c*  Machen  U.D. 
Gelligaer  U.D 
Mynyddis  Iwyn 
Rhymney  U D. 

Tredegar  U.D. 


19,070 

23,990 

11,530 

34,770 

15,690 

8,760 

19,150 
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VITAL  STATISTICS 


1967 


MOTHERS  AND  INFANTS 


LIVE  BIRTHS 

Number  of  births  registered  during  the  year 

Ma  les 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


222 

19 

241 


9 0 O 9 9 


Fema  les 

209 

17 

226 


467 


Live  birth  rate  per  1,000  population,  crude 
Percentage  of  illegitimate  to  legitimate 


0 9 090  099 


17.3 

8.4 


STILLBIRTHS 

Number  of  births  registered  during  the  year  ... 
Stillbirth  rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  stillbirths 


9 9 0 9 9 


9 9 9 9 


12 

25.0 


TOTAL  LIVE  AND  STILLBIRTHS 


479 


INFANT  DEATHS  (deaths  under  one  year) 


f“  — " 


j 

Ma  les 

ti 

1 

Fema les 

of  Infants 

,f  | 

ll 

! 

\ 

i 

\ 

Total  | Leg.  Illeg. 

! i 

! 

Total 

Leg. 

Illeg. 

i 

\ 

-f 

year  of  age  ] 

i i i i - 

i 

2 

2 

0 

l 1 

! 

weeks  of  age  \ 

4 4 

ij 

1 

1 

" 

h 

week  of  age 

i 

3 3 - 

5 

ti 

1 

1 : 

i 1 

. 

8 

Total  number  of  deaths  under  one  year 
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INFANT  MORTALITY  RATES 


Total  infant  deaths  per  1,000  total  live  births  . 19,3 

Legitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  ...  ...  20.9 

Illegitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  ...  NIL 

NEO-NATAL  MORTALITY  RATE  (deaths  under  four  weeks  per  1,000  live  births)  10,7 


EARLY  NEO-NATAL  MORTALITY  RATE  (deaths  under  one  week  per  1,000  live 

births)  8,6 


PERI-NATAL  MORTALITY  RATE  (stillbirths  and  deaths  under  one  week  com- 
bined per  1,000  total  live  and  stillbirths)  33,4 


Comparative  Rates  - 1967 


Bedwe 1 lty 
U.D. 

Administrative 
County  of 
Monmouth 

England 
and 
Wa  les 

Infant  mortality  rate 

19.3 

2 1 o 8 

} { 

18.3 

Peri-natal  mortality 

rate  27t£T 

29. 1 

25.4 

Causes 

of  Death  of  Infants 

Under  One  Year 

Cause  of  Death 

^ Number 

i 

Pneumonia 

1 

' 1 

Congenita  1 

Malformations 

I 2 

{ 

Other  Defined  and  Ill-defined  Diseases 
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MATERNAL  MORTALITY 


Number  of  deaths 


NIL 


DEATHS  1967 

Number  of  deaths  during  year  . ..  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  272 

Death  rate  per  1,000  of  population  after  correction  of  inward  and 

outward  transfers  o«.  ...  ...  .o.  ...  .o.  «o©  ...  10. 1 


Death 

rate  for  the 

previous 

years  compa 

red 

1960 

1961 

1962 

1963 

1964 

1965 

1966 

1967 

10.5 

11.7 

11.1 

11.9 

10.5 

9.9 

12.1 

10.1 

The  local  death  rate  is  comparable  with  that  for  England  and  Wales  if  the 
local  rate  is  multiplied  by  the  Registrar  General’s  comparability  factor  of 
1.29. 


Comparative  Death  Rates  (Adjusted)  1967 


Bedwe llty 
U.D. 


Administrative 
County  of 
Monmouth 


England 
and 
Wa  les 


13.0 


12.9 


11.2 


647.  of  persons  who  died  during  the  year  had  attained  the  age  of  65  years 
and  over  347.  were  75  years  and  over. 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  1967 


CAUSE 

j MALES 

1 

— 

' 

FEMALES 

Tuberculosis,  Respiratory 

j 

i 

2 

1 

Cancer  (Stomach) 

3 

2 

Cancer  (Lung,  Bronchus) 

1 

j 

7 

- 

1, 

Cancer  (Breast) 

- 

7 

Cancer  (Uterus) 

- 

2 

Cancer  (Other  Sites) 

i 

13 

12 

K 

Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System 

! 

14 

26 

i 

i Coronary  Disease,  Angina 

i 

37 

24 

I 

Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease 

i 

\ 

3 

2 

i 

1 

Other  Heart  Disease 

i 

21 

24 

Other  Circulatory  Disease 

i 

1 

4 

2 

Inf luenza 

i 

< 

1 

- 

Pneumonia 

( 

i 

5 

1 

t 

I 

1 

Bronchitis 

j 

18 

4 

| 

• Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System 

3 

1 

j 

! Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea 

j 

- 

1 

1 

1 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

j 

1 

1 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate 

i 

1 

- 

§ 

Congenital  Malformations 

i 

i 

i 

2 

- 

i 

1 

Other  Defined  and  Ill-defined  Diseases 

i 

6 

9 

; 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 

4 

1 

> 

' All  Other  Accidents 

| 

3 

2 

i 

Suicide 

t 

i 

1 

1 

1 

i 

> 

i 

TOTALS  149  123 


Heart  and  circulatory  diseases  accounted  for  43  per  cent,  of  all  deaths, 
cancer  for  about  16.9  per  cent,  and  respiratory  diseases  for  13  per  cent. 
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DEATHS  FROM  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


During  the  year  there  were  no  deaths  from  any  notified  disease,  except 
from  Tuberculosis 


NOTIFICATION  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  IN  REGISTRATION  WARDS 


Ward 

Notifiable  Disease 

i 

Whooping  Cough 

Measles 

New  Iredegar 

l 

S " 1 

81 

Aberbargoed 

17 

107 

Pengam 

- 

15 

Cefn  Fforest 

2 

8 

Blackwood 

4 

8 

Argoed 

4 

3 

Markham 

4 

32 

Ho  1 lybush 

“ 

1 

DISTRIBUTION  OF  CASES  OF  PULMONARY  TUBERCULOSIS 
ACCORDING  TO  AGE  GROUPS  IN  THE  PAST  12  YEARS 


| YEAR 

i 

AGE 

GROUP 

• 

i 

1-5  Yrs 

6 - 

15  Yrs 

16  & over 

1956 

1 

2 

J 

7 

| 

i 

18 

1 

s 

1957 

4 

20 

1 

j 

1958 

1 

5 

i 

19 

1959 

3 

1 

1 

1 

10 

1960 

t 

4 

1 

1 

i 

23 

1961 

2 

1 

I 

8 

1 

{ 

1962 

) 

- 

i 

- 

] 

t 

5 

I 

1963 

2 

1 

j 

11 

1 

f 

1 

1964 

l 

f 

- 

7 

1 

p 

1965 

- 

1 

6 

1966 

l 

- 

7 

1967 

- 

- 

4 
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COMPARISON  OF  NOTIFICATIONS  AND  DEATHS  FROM  PULMONARY 
TUBERCULOSIS  DURING  THE  LAST  TEN  YEARS 


Year 

Forma  1 

Notif ications 

Deaths 

1958 

34 

9 

1959 

14 

10 

1960 

28 

3 

1961 

12 

i 

2 

1962 

5 

3 

1963 

13 

1 

1964 

8 

3 

1965 

7 

Nil 

1966 

8 

1 

1967 

4 

3 

TUBERCULOSIS  - NEW  CASES 

The  following  table  shows  the  new  cases  of  tuberculosis  during  1967, 


f 


’ 


I 


Age  Period 
in  years 


Pulmonary 

F Total 


Non-Pulmonary 
M F Total 


0-5 


6 - 

14 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

15  - 

24 

- 

- 

- 

- 

i _ 

25  - 

44 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

45  - 

64 

1 

1 

2 

- 

- 

- 

65  and 

over 

2 

2 

_ 

_ 

_ 

No  Chest  Clinic  facilities  are  available  in  the  district.  Patients  from 
Argoed,  Blackwood,  Cefn  Fforest,  Hollybush  and  Markham  must  be  referred  to  the 
Chest  Clinic  at  Tredegar  General  Hospital,  whilst  those  from  New  Tredegar, 
Aberbargoed,  Pengara  and  Fleur-de-lis  must  travel  to  Caerphilly  Chest  Clinic. 

No  mass  radiography  survey  was  undertaken  during  1967. 


9 


WATER  SUPPLIES 


The  quality  of 
Rhymney  Valley  area 
new  filter  plant  at 


the  water  supplied  by  the  Taf  Fechan  Water  Board  to  the 
improved  during  the  year,  following  the  installation  of 
the  Rhymney  Bridge  reservoir,, 


RAINFALL  DURING  1967 

The  following  information  on  rainfall  figures  was  recorded  at  Bloomfield 
Road,  Blackwood.,  and  kindly  supplied  by  the  Engineer  and  Surveyor,  Mr.  T,  Ivor 
Thomas , 


Monthly  rainfall  for  1967 


January 

4,91 

inches 

February 

9,36 

?t 

March 

3.35 

?! 

April 

1,46 

?? 

May 

9.91 

f ? 

June 

2,05 

?? 

July 

3,61 

n 

August 

2.75 

?! 

September 

7.80 

!? 

October 

14, 11 

?! 

November 

2,70 

V ? 

December 

4,41 

?! 

Total  rainfall  for  1967  = 66,42  inches 


I again  take  the  opportunity  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the  continued 
support  and  interest  shown  by  the  Council  and  officers  and  staff  of  other 
departments  and  I also  wish  to  thank  the  staff  of  the  Public  Health  Department 
for  their  usual  loyal  and  efficient  service. 


Yours  faithfully, 


A,  TRENHAILE 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
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CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR'S  REPORT 


(Telephone:  Bargoed  2361/7) 


Public  Health  Department, 
Municipal  Offices, 
Aberbargoed, 
Bargoed, 
Glam. 
CF8  9UB. 

12th  July,  1968. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Bedwellty  Urban  District  Council. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  on  the  work  done  in  the  Public  Health 
Department  during  1967. 


HOUSING 


I Repair  of  privately  owned  houses 

197  complaints  were  received  in  the  department  from  tenants  of  privately 
owned  houses  regarding  items  of  disrepair  at  their  houses.  All  such  com- 
Pl  aints  were  investigated  and,  where  necessary,  notices  were  served  on  the 
owners  requiring  the  repair  of  the  houses.  Informal  notices  are  sent  in  the 
first  instance  and  in  63  cases  the  repairs  were  effected  without  service  of 
an  Abatement  Notice  under  the  Public  Health  Act  1936.  It  was  necessary  to 
serve  a formal  Abatement  Notice  in  respect  of  73  premises  and  police  court 
proceedings  were  instituted  in  the  case  of  two  houses. 

Number  of  houses  repaired  as  a result  of  service  of  notice  (formal 
and  informal)  - 126. 

II  Slum  Clearance 


(a)  The  following  individually  unfit  houses  were  subject  to  demolition 
or  closing  orders  during  1967:- 

5 Upper  Road,  Cwmsyfiog; 

1 and  3 Tynewydd  Cottages,  Bedwellty; 

34  Francis  Street,  Fleur-de-lis; 

1-6  High  Street,  Blackwood; 

'Church  View',  High  Street,  Blackwood; 

3 Isycoed  Cottages,  Blackwood; 

Berllanlwyd  Farm,  Markham; 

Berllanlwyd  Cottage,  Markham,  (14  houses) 
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(b)  In  addition  to  the  foregoing,  clearance  areas:  (i)  1 and  2 Gravel 

Cottages,  Blackwood;  and  (ii)  28  - 31  Ivor  Street,  Fleur-de-lis,  were 
conf irmed. 


(c)  Two  further  clearance  areas  were  represented:  (iii)  1-7  Park 

View,  Fleur-de-lis;  and  (iv)  8,  10,  12,  14,  16,  18  and  20  Upper  Road, 
Cwmsyfiog.  Confirmation  of  the  Upper  Road  Clearance  Area  was  received 
early  in  January,  1968, 


Improvement  of  Houses 


Number  of  applications  received  during  1963,  1964,  1965,  1966  and  1967:- 


1 

1963 

1964 

1965 

1966  1967  1 

1 

Standard  Grants 

29  j 

J 

79 

62 

22 

I 

l 

46  ; 

p 

Discretionary  Grants 

25  | 

1 

56  i 

* 

i 

105 

7 

3 

Totals 

54 

1 

i 

135  i 

i 

167 

29 

j 

49 

Details  of  Standard  Grants  for  1967:- 


Number  of  appl  ications  received:  46 
Number  of  appl  ications  approved:  40 
Number  of  applications  paid:  18 

Number  of  baths  installed:  14 
Number  of  wash-hand  basins  installed:  19 
Number  of  hot  water  supplies  installed:  18 
Number  of  internal  W.C.s  installed:  16 
Number  of  foodstores  installed:  11 


Total  number  of  houses  improved  by  the  above  installations:  19 

Total  amount  of  grants  paid:  £3,058,  3,  lOd, 

Details  of  Discretionary  Grants  for  1967:- 

Number  of  applications  received:  3 

Number  of  applications  approved:  1 

Number  of  applications  paid:  44 


Repair  schedules  were  made  for  all  these  houses  and  such  repairs 
are  being  carried  out  concurrent  with  improvement. 


COUNCIL  HOUSES 


Inspections  of  council  property  have  been  carried  out  to  ascertain  clean- 
liness, overcrowding  and  urgent  repairs,,  A number  of  inspections  have  been 
made  at  houses  where  conditions  were  not  up  to  standard  from  a cleanliness 
point  of  view. 


Number  of  inspections  carried  out  during  1967:  358. 

I am  indebted  to  Mr,  A.  S Daynes,  Housing  Manager,  who  has  supplied  me 
with  the  number  of  applications  for  council  houses.  The  position  at  24th 

May,  1968,  wass- 


In  apartments  230 

All  vacant  council  houses  are  inspected  and  accommodation  of  prospective 
tenants  examined.  The  number  of  inspections  carried  out  for  this  purpose 
during  the  year  were 


Vacated  council  houses  51 
Transfers  of  tenancy  62 
Prospective  tenants  174 

Unsatisfactory  standard  of  cleanliness  was  found  in  seven  cases  of  pros- 
pective tenants  and  there  was  deferment  of  their  applications  until  conditions 
improved , 


WATER  SUPPLIES 

Water  supplies  in  the  Rhymney  Valley  and  Sirhowy  Valley  are  sampled  at 
approximately  fortnightly  intervals,  samples  being  taken  from  all  points  in 

the  area. 


Number  of  samples  taken  during  the  year  89 

Rhymney  Valley  supply  ...  ...  ...  48 

Sirhowy  Valley  supply  ...  ...  ...  41 

Except  in  five  samples,  there  was  no  count  of  bacillus  coliform  and  in 
these  the  count  was  very  low. 


PET  ANIMALS  ACT  1951 

There  is  no  licensed  shop  for  the  sale  of  pets  in  the  area. 
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SEWERAGE  AND  DRAINAGE 


The  area  is  served  by  two  trunk  sewers  with  sea  outfall.  The  village  of 
Manmoel  is  served  by  a septic  tank  and  biological  filtero 


NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT  1948,  SECTION  50 

The  above  section  of  the  National  Assistance  Act  imposes  a duty  on  the 
local  authority  Hto  cause  to  be  buried  or  cremated  the  body  of  any  person  who 
has  died  or  been  found  dead  in  their  area,  in  any  case  where  it  appears  to  the 
authority  that  no  suitable  arrangements  for  the  disposal  of  the  body  have  been 
or  are  being  made  otherwise  than  by  the  authority,'1 

For  this  purpose  the  council  have  a contract  with  Mr,  Herbert  Jones, 
Undertaker,  Blackwood,  (telephone  number  Blackwood  2365),  The  contract  also 
includes  the  removal  of  the  body  of  a person  found  dead  on  the  public  highway 
or  in  any  public  place. 


PUBLIC  MORTUARY  AND  POST  MORTEM  ROOM 

17  autopsies  were  carried  out  at  the  post  mortem  room  during  1967.  A 
fee  of  £2.  17.  Od.  is  paid  by  the  coroner  for  this  service  at  the  mortuary. 
Cleaning  of  the  mortuary  and  post  mortem  rooms  is  carried  out  by  Mr.  C.  0. 
Shelton, 


HAIRDRESSERS  AND  BARBERS 

Byelaws  are  in  operation  under  the  Monmouthshire  County  Council  Act  1956 
controlling  cleanliness  and  methods  in  these  premises.  Routine  inspections 
are  carried  out  to  see  that  there  is  also  compliance  with  the  Shops  Act  1950 
(hours  of  closing)  and  the  Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act  1963. 


. 

WARD 

i 

REGISTERED 

PREMISES  OF 

HAIRDRESSING 

LADIES 

GENTLEMEN 

< 

New  Tredegar 

3 

1 

Aberbargoed 

2 

2 

Pengam  and  Fleur-de-lis 

2 

' 

2 

Cefn  Fforest 

3 

jl 

i 

3 

5 Blackwood 

11 

s 

4 

Argoed 

- 

- 

! 

Markham  and  Hollybush 

3 

1 
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COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES 


There  is  no  common  lodging  house  in  the  area. 


BEDWELLTY  SWIMMING  BATHS 


The  swimming  baths  were  formally  opened  in  April,  1967,  and,  since  the 
opening,  in  addition  to  the  routine  testing  of  the  bath  water  by  the  swimming 
bath  manager,  check  samples  are  taken  at  irregular  intervals  by  the  Public 
Health  Department  to  ascertain  the  pH  value  (acidity/alkalinity)  and  the 
chlorine  content  of  the  vater  as  an  indication  of  adequate  sterilisation. 

After  some  'teething  troubles'  during  the  first  few  months  of  operation 
of  the  baths  when  there  was  inadequate  balance  of  pH  values  and  residual 
chlorine  content,  results  of  samples  have  now  fallen  within  normal  limits, 
assuming  sterilisation. 

Number  of  samples  taken  ...  126 


FACTORIES  ACT  1961 
PART  I OF  THE  ACT 


1#  INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health. 


Premises 

Number 

on 

Register 

Inspect- 

ions 

Number  of 
Written 
Notices 

| Occupiers 
Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which 

Sections  1,  2,  3,  4 

and  6 are  to  be 

enforced  by  Local 

Authorities 

2 

2 

- 

- 

(ii)  Factories  not  included 

in  (i)  in  which  Section 

7 is  enforced  by  the 

Local  Authority 

33 

34 

1 

- 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which 

Section  7 is  enforced  by 

the  Local  Authority 

| 

(excluding  out-workers’ 

premises) 

- 

- 

— 

. — -U 

. 

Totals 

35 

36 

1 

i 

- 15  - 


2 


Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found 


Particulars  '‘Found  Remedied 


Referred  Number  of  cases 

~ — . in  which 


i To  Ho  Mo  By  Ho  M,  prosecutions 
Inspector  Inspector  were  instituted 


Want  of 
Cleanliness 

(Solo) 

Overcrowding 

(S.2„) 

Unreasonable 

Temperature 

(So3,) 


Inadequate 
Venti lations 
(S.4.) 


ineffective 
drainage  of 
floors  (S„6,) 

Sanitary  Con- 
veniences (S  . 7 » ) 
(a)  Insuff- 
icient 

(fc)  Unsuitable 
or  Defect- 
ive 

(c)  Not  separ- 
ate for 
sexes 

; Other  offences 
against  the  Act 
(not  including 
offences 
relating  to 
out -work) 


Totals 


,? 


PART  VIII  OF  THE  ACT 
There  are  no  outworkers  operating  in  the  area* 
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OFFICES  AND  SHOPS 


Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act  1963 

Below  is  an  extract  from  the  report  submitted  to  the  Ministry  of  Labour  on 
the  operation  of  the  above  Act  to  31st  December,  1967. 


(i)  Registration  and  General  Inspections 


1 * 

Class  of  Premises 

i 

< 

No.  of  premises 
registered 
during  the  year 

(Total  No,  of 
! registered 
premises  at 
end  of  year 

No,  of  registered  1 
. 

premises  receiving 
a general  inspect-  j 
ion  during  the  yearj 

| Offices 

_ 

48 

I 

10 

i Retail  Shops 

3 

108 

65 

Wholesale  shops, 
warehouses 

1 

1 

i 

i 

t a it  c | 

Catering  establishments 
open  to  the  public, 
canteens 

> 

- 

9 

2 ! 

Fuei  storage  depots 

_ 

- 

Totals 

3 

166 

77 

(ii)  Number  of  visits  of  all  kinds  by  inspectors  to  registered  premises:  161, 


Class  of  workplace 

Number  of  persons  employed 

Offices 

216  j 

Retail  shops 

612 

Wholesale  departments,  warehouses 

12 

1 

Catering  establishments  open  to  the  public 

35 

Canteens 

3 

i 

Fuel  storage  depots 

1 

i 

Total  878 


Total  Males  288 

Total  Females  590 
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{.iiij  Notices  served,  including  reminders,  in  1967. 


Contravention 

No.  of  Notices 

| . 

| Suf f iciency  of  heating 

4 

I 

j Vent i lat ion 

1 

Maintenance /suitabi lity  of  sanitary  accommodation 

1 

1 

(it)  Accident  Reports 

Three  accident  reports  were  received  from  employers  during  the  year, 
two  from  shop  premises  and  one  from  an  office , 

Both  the  accidents  at  shops  involved  falls  resulting  from  assistants 
failing  to  use  the  equipment  provided  for  them. 

The  accident  at  the  office  involved  a cleaner  closing  the  door  on  her 
hand  , 


In  the  three  cases  the  general  condition  of  the  premises  was  very  good, 
the  accidents  could  not  be  attributed  to  any  failure  or  neglect  on  the 
part  of  the  employer  and  there  was  no  need  to  take  formal  action. 


Shops  Act  1950 

This  Act  deals  with  hours  of  closing,  half  days,  etc,,  and  an  inspector 
makes  periodic  visits  around  shopping  areas  to  ascertain  compliance  with  the 
provisions  of  the  Act, 

A census  of  shops  and  trades  was  made  at  the  latter  end  of  the  year  and 
this  showed  that  there  were  346  shops  in  the  area,  139  of  which  are  in 
Blackwood , 

Over  half  of  the  number  of  shops  (175)  deal  in  foodstuffs  and  as  such  are 
subject  to  the  food  hygiene  supervision  and  legislation. 


REFUSE 

This  service  is  under  the  supervision  of  the  Engineer  and  Surveyor  and 
house-to-house  collection  is  made  twice  weekly.  Final  disposal  is  to  refuse 
tips.  Due  to  local  topographical  conditions,  three  side- loading  vehicles  are 
used. 


With  the  increase  in  prepacking  of  groceries,  etc.,,  the  amount  of  card- 
board and  paper  refuse  is  increasing,  A number  of  the  supermarket  type  of 
shops  have  now  installed  balers  a~d  this  has  alleviated  the  bulk  problem  to 
some  extent. 
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RODENT  CONTROL 


Over  346  complaints  of  rat  infestation  and  a number  of  mouse  infestation 
complains  were  received  and  dealt  with  by  the  rodent  operator,  A few  of  these 
arose  during  routine  inspections  of  premises  for  other  purposes.  Warfarin  is 
used  as  poison. 

Twice  during  the  year,  for  periods  of  seven  weeks,  sewer  junction  manholes 
were  baited  and,  where  manholes  were  found  to  be  infested,  repeat  treatments 
were  made  and  survey  of  adjoining  properties  carried  out. 


ATMOSPHERIC^  POLLUTION 

Measurement  of  smoke  concentration  and  sulphur  dioxide  content  of  the  air 
is  carried  out  with  the  volumetric  apparatus  at  the  Municipal  Offices, 
Aberbargoed.  Readings  are  taken  daily  and  sent  to  the  Department  of 
Industrial  and  Scientific  Research,  Warren  Springs, 

Below  is  a table  showing  results  (to  che  nearest  whole  numbers)  of  the 
average  daily  concentration  of  smoke  and  sulphur  dioxide  each  month.  The 
measurement  units  are  microgrammes  per  cubic  metre. 


Smoke  Concentration 

Sulphur  Dioxide  Content 

j 

i 

January 

60 

60 

* 

February  » 

38 

57 

j 

March 

X 

X 

April 

38 

47 

| 

May 

33 

45 

1 

June 

22 

34 

i 

? 

July 

17 

32 

I 

August 

24 

36 

l 

September 

35 

45 

1 

October 

25 

33 

. \ 

November 

38 

77 

c 

December  j 

48 

56 

J 

m Figures  for  March  are  not  available 
due  to  breakdown  of  pump. 

The  above  figures  show  the  usual  curve  of  high  points  in  winter  and  low 
points  in  summer  months. 

The  figures  overall  are  not  unduly  high  but,  on  occasions,  high  daily 
figures  were  recorded.  In  February,  November  and  December,  there  were  readings 
of  113,  348  and  173  respectively  on  particular  days  in  those  months  for  sulphur 
dioxide  and  135,  116  and  152  for  smoke  concentration  on  days  in  January,  April 
and  December. 

Dust  nuisances  were  investigated,  arising  from  coal-stocking  dumps  at 
Cwmsyfiog,  and  Britannia  and  Markham  colliery  spoilbanks. 

Samples  of  air  filtrate  are  taken  for  analysis  for  radioactivity  in 
conjunction  with  the  scheme  set  up  by  the  Monmouthshire  County  Council,  All 
results  were  satisfactory. 
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Types  of  vehicles  used  at  present  timei- 

Dual-tip  lorries  ...  , „ , „ , , ...  2 

Compression  loading  lorry  » „ 0 00»  1 

Side- loaders  with  sliding  covers  »oa  3 

The  paper  sack  system  of  refuse  storage  before  collection  is  now  under 
experimental  use  at  one  site  at  Aberbargoed  where  partial  Radburn  planning 
has  been  adopted;, 

Once  again,  it  is  to  be  deplored  that  in  some  parts  of  the  area  there  is 
indiscriminate  dumping  of  refuse  on  waste  land,  back  lanes  and  open  spaces. 
Every  effort  is  made  by  the  authority  to  eliminate  this  practice  but  with 
little  avail. 


FOOD  SUPERVISION 


(a)  Meat  Inspection 

There  is  no  abattoir  in  the  area.  Assistance  is  given  to  Bedwas  and 
Machen  U.  D.  Council  during  holiday  periods  taken  by  the  meat  inspector 
employed  by  that  area  at  the  CoW.S.  Abattoir,  Maesycwmmer. 


(b)  Condemned  Food 

Routine  inspections  of  food  shops  and  notification  by  managers  result 
in  the  surrender  of  foodstuffs  as  unfit  for  human  consumption.  Arrang- 
ments  are  made,  with  the  co-operation  of  the  Surveyor's  Department,  for 
the  adequate  disposal  of  this  food,  at  one  of  the  council's  refuse  tips. 

The  amount  of  food  surrendered  and  destroyed  during  the  year  was:- 

lbs . 


Cooked  meat  and  meat  products  45 
Meat  at  retail  shops  393 
Fish  21 
Tinned  meat  793 
Tinned  fruit  and  vegetables  1466 
Miscellaneous  foods  139 
Frozen  food  1932 

Total  4789 


2 tons  2 cwt.  3 qrs.  1 lb. 

On  several  occasions  managers  of  shops  have  notified  the  breakdown 
of  deep-freeze  food  cabinets.  After  examination  of  the  food,  unsaleable 
items  were  surrendered  and  destroyed. 
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(c)  Food  Poisoning 

There  was  no  case  of  food  poisoning  notified  during  the  year. 


(d)  Public  Houses  and  Clubs 

Number  of  licensed  premises  in  the  area:  43 

Number  of  inspections  made:  82 

The  inspections  are  made  to  ascertain  compliance  with  the  Food 
Hygiene  (General)  Regulations  1960  and  Section  89  of  the  Public  Health 
Act  1936.  The  inspections  are  carried  out  during  and  out  of  licensing 
hours.  A satisfactory  standard  of  hygiene  was  maintained.  Defects 
notified  were  mainly  those  of  decoration  of  servery  and  cellars  and  the 
maintenance  of  a constant  hot  water  supply,  especially  in  cases  where 
the  hot  water  was  supplied  from  the  domestic  system.  Attention  to 
sanitary  accommodation  was  also  requested  at  some  premises. 

The  provision  of  wash  basins,  with  hot  water,  soap  and  hand  drying 
facilities,  for  customers  is  not  a statutory  requirement  but  efforts  are 
being  made  to  persuade  the  breweries  and  clubs  to  provide  this  essential 
facility  in  their  premises.  The  largest  brewery  proprietors  in  the  area 
have  promised  to  give  this  matter  their  attention  in  houses  which  have 
not  been  subject  to  improvements  incorporating  such  facilities. 

It  must  be  admitted  that,  where  proprietors  have  provided  these 
facilities,  vandalism  has  caused  them  to  have  reservations  in  replacing 
them. 


(e)  Ice  Cream 

A few  premises  manufacture  ice  cream,  chiefly  the  'cold  mix’  variety. 
The  product  sold  in  most  shops  is  purchased  from  the  large  firms. 

Premises  are  registered  for  the  sale  or  storage  of  this  commodity. 

11  samples  of  ice  cream  were  taken  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory 
for  bacteriological  examination  and  grading.  Nine  samples  were  Grade  1 
and  two  Grade  2,  which  are  very  satisfactory  results. 


(f)  Milk  Supplies 

20  samples  of  milk  were  examined  for  adequate  pasteurisation.  15 
of  these  samples  were  taken  at  the  roadside  and  five  from  schools. 

Every  sample  passed  the  phosphatase  test  for  adequate  pasteurisation, 
whilst  one  sample  failed  the  methylene  blue  test  for  keeping  quality. 


(g)  Food  and  Drugs  Act 


I am  obliged  to  Mr,  R.  J.  Bullen,  Chief  Inspector  of  Weights  and 
Measures,  Monmouthshire  County  Council,  for  the  following  report 
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'Samples  taken;  43  milk;  49  other  food;  1 ice  cream;  Total  98 


(h)  Other  food  premises 


Routine  inspections  were  carried  out  at  the  various  food  preparing 
premises  and,  where  necessary,  the  attention  of  proprietors  was  drawn  to 
any  defects  in  construction  or  methods. 


The  number  of  these  premises  is  your  area 


School  canteens  <,=>«, 
Restaurants/ cafes 
Factory  canteens  „ , „ 
Pithead  canteens  . , . 
Butchers  ooe  ,„<> 
Fried  fish  shops  „ . , 


9 no 


a o o 


o o o 


o o o 


0 3© 


3 0 0 


o o o 


O 9 O 


0 9 0 


O O O 


O 3 0 


17 

11 

3 

2 

20 

11 


Number  of  inspections  made  ,,,  152 


My  thanks  are  extended  to  all  members  of  the  staff  of  this  department 
who  have  carried  out  their  duties  during  the  past  year  with  enthusiasm  and 
to  the  council  and  their  officers  for  their  assistance  and  support. 


Yours  faithfully, 


A.  M.  COLEMAN 


Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 


* 
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m 


